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INTRODUCTION 

This collection is of materials about and by Prof. Milchakov 
published in periodicals or proceedings. 

The order of the author’s articles and studies does not follow strict 
chronological or thematic principles.  

A lot of the author’s ideas are intertwined in different periods of his 
works and pop up in later occasions. The aim is to convey the spirit of 
Milchakov attaining wholeness namely in aiming particular occasions. 
Without formulating stating ideas, they are constantly discussed and 
renewed in new perspectives. If there is a unifying theme, it is the 
axological dimension and the socio-political subject matter.  

Printed can be found the author’s complete manuscripts, some of 
which have already been published and therefore reprinted.  

Valuable additions and clarifications have been left in the final 
compilation by Prof. Dr. Plamen Shulikov, Assoc. Prof. Dr. Yordan 
Eftimov and Prof. Dr. Amelia Licheva. Without the cooperation of Prof. 
Dr. Evdokia Borisova for those publications to be in editions of Shumen 
University “Archbishop Konstantin Preslavski” the current collection 
wouldn’t have been possible. Other materials entered this collection 
due to the diligence of ULSIT students: scanning and converting has 
been done by Dimitar Dimitrov. Later text processing has been handled 
by Tsvetina Toneva, Rumiana Natseva and Stefanka Miteva. The 
collection compilation and its layout have been assisted by Assoc. Prof. 
Dr. Vasil Zagorov and Chief Assistant Dr. Kamelia Planska. 

The manuscripts have been processed in a way that punctuation 
has been unified in different sources of text like footnotes and 
bibliographic references as well as chronological markings.  

Other (minimal) interferences have been highlighted by the 
respective sign – square brackets. Alternative forms of the same verb 
form in Bulgarian have everywhere in the book been given using the 
short spoken variant. Personal names have been complemented written 
by Prof. Milchakov in initials, or for that matter, some vaguely cited 
sources.  
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In his manuscript, Yani Milchakov transfers the intonation of his 
oral speech, but the editing has sacrificed the explicity of the 
vocabulary by using Bold or Italics thus making the text flat.  

The editing work in the collection including the large bibliographic 
editing has been done by Assoc. Prof. Dr. Rumelina Vasileva.  

We believe that the feeling of the living word will be a companion 
and remain in the readers’ imagination.  

Numerous are the materials that remain in the archives awaiting 
their future publishing. Among the files there is a book, ready in its 
content with numerous articles and fragments, poetic opuses or 
presentations which have come out of the hand of Prof. Yani Milchakov 

The compiler 
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Excell nce Monsieur le General FITCHEFF  

Envoyé extraordinaire 

Et Ministre plénipotentiaire

De Sa Majesté le Roi de Bulgarie

Je regrette qu’étant absent de Bucaresti je ne puis vous dire de vive 
voix mes regrets pour votre départ. Je n’ai eu que me louer de votre 
attitude amicale et de vos efforts pour consolider les rapports entre 
nos deux pays. Je vous prie de présenter mes hommages à Madame 
Fitcheff à qui ma femme envoie ses meilleurs souhaits.58
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. - -
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Zagorov, Vasil. Bulgarskata kniga (1878–1912) : Ot vuzrozhdenskia 
ideal do komersializatsiata [The Bulgarian Book (1878–1912): From the 

Ideal of the National Revival to Commercialisation]. Sofia :  
Za Bukvite – O Pismeneh, 2014.  

SHARP News (The Society for the History of Authorship,  
Reading and Publishing), 2015, Vol. 24, 3, p. 35-36 
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THE BULGARIAN BOOK FROM NATIONAL 
REVIVAL TO MODERN COMMERCIALISATION 

( )

The new book published by the young Bulgarian bibliologist Vasil 
Zagorov has confirmed his renown as a unique researcher of books, 
reading, journalism, periodical press, censorship and other types of 
control over the printed word. An erudite and expert, Vasil Zagorov can 
also be described as an ambitious and modern young humanist. In his 
book, he has given his answers to many intellectual questions born in 
the reflection over the history of books as a discipline which is a subject 
of intense researches in a number of modern national literary schools 
(i.e. French, Russian, Anglo-Saxon, German, Polish, Italian, etc.). The 
research of books has very strong traditions in Bulgaria as well. Along 
with the specific bibliological or bibliographic approaches, today, the 
history of books attracts various representative concepts and schools of 
modern humanist thought, such as reader – Respond Criticism, New 
Historicism, Sociology of Literary Communication, Cultural 
Anthropology, History of Mentalities, etc. Without necessarily implying 
a compliment by using the attribute “interdisciplinary”, we have every 
reason to name Vasil Zagorov’s monographic research exactly that. 
Furthermore, under the headline “Bulgarian Book (1878-1912): from the 
ideal of the National Revival to Commercialisation” Vasil Zagorov has 
written a strictly scientific (by its descriptive apparatus) and in the same 
time easily readable (by its style) book. Except with the history of  books 
and media, the author has also acquainted his readers with various 
other aspects of contemporary life related to book publishing, such as 
economy, technology, social relations, law, politics, culture, psychology 
of artists, writers’ motivation, and the readers’ tastes. In short, Vasil 
Zagorov has shown the ability and the talent to understand and 
interpreted seemingly “small” text details, “random” whims of printers, 
the commercial risks of publishers and the biographical dramas of 
writers in the context of “grand” aesthetical categories of the time. Vasil 
Zagorov interprets the book beyond the space of literature and the 
literature beyond the space of books. With these achievements, 
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“Bulgarian Book (1878 – 1912): from the ideal of the National Revival to 
Commercialisation” transcends the cultural meaning of bibliology. Vasil 
Zagorov knows thoroughly and applies critically the leading concepts 
and the practical bibliological formulations of modern book science. In 
the context, he has given a convincing example as to how books (hand-
written or printed, as well as the periodical printing) must and can be 
understood in the larger perspective of history of communication. 
None of its participants should be ignored, as it runs across various 
ideas and styles of intellectual and creative ideas (concerning the 
meaning, genre and social receivers of the literary message, the book’s 
own aesthetic connotations, i.e. illustrations, fonts and other 
decoration elements). Secondly, there are the technological, economic 
and financial parameters of production and commercial strategy, of 
publishing patterns, advertising and distribution. Thirdly, the 
parameters of control, comprising the laws formally stipulating the 
freedom of printing, the reactions by authorities, sanctions and control 
strategies by institutions, which were not always called “censorship”. 
Fourthly, the complex parameters of individual readers’ tastes and of 
the reading audience as a whole, which accepted or rejected certain 
cultural models in the perception, criticising and canonising of books 
in the system of literature education, the criteria for giving prestigious 
literature or publishing awards, etc. Last but not least, there’s the purely 
professional and socially recognised status of writers. The book is also 
interesting from an unusual and publicly little known (outside the 
strictly specialised circles) aspect: as part of the European, and 
Bulgarian La Belle Époque. Up until the mid 1890-es, publishing in 
Bulgaria was marked by pre-modernist practices, such as the 
combination of the author, printer, and trader of the book in a single 
person, the lack of legal protection of copyrights, mass and unpunished 
plagiarism. In the same time, Bulgarian literature from that period 
swarms with tragicomic characters of graphomaniacs desperately 
craving for literary glory. The gradual expansion of the role of books in 
Bulgaria’s modernising society was described by Vasil Zagorov as a 
consequence of the mutual effects of technological innovations, social 
and educational changes, evolution in the internal system of literary 
production and distribution, the cultural status of authors and legal 
regulations concerning the intellectual property.  

By interpreting the archaic explicative subtitles, as in XVIII century 
novels, Vasil Zagorov has proved by using an impressive amount of 
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documentary and statistical material, how publishing houses with their 
technological innovations and market ambitions have reshaped the 
reading habits and tastes of Bulgarian public by introducing new 
aesthetical tastes and expectations. 
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BEYOND „THE CRISIS OF COMPARATIVE 
LITERATURE“  

Stantcheva, Roumiana L. European Literature / European Literatures. 
Are Balkan Literatures European? Sofia : Balkani, 2012.  

Études balkaniques, XLVIII, 2012, 4. 

This quote from René Wellek’s famous article published in 1958 
shows that for over half a century, we have been speaking of a “Crisis of 
comparative literature”. Analysts of this critical situation, however, do not 
explain which stage of the subject’s history should be regarded as the lost 
standard for an “ideal” stability. Among the factors driving comparative 
literature studies to a crisis, one can indicate the methodological conflicts 
between the lines of French “Positivism”, German “Philologism”, Russian 
“Historicism” and the American “Immanentism”. In this context, a special 
attention should be dedicated to the rise and fall of a number of  East-
European comparativist schools in the second half of the  century. 
Today, all of them have been stricken out by a single gesture by the post-
modernist literary multiculturalism. We are not trying here to ridicule the 
multiculturalism’s insistence on replacing Shakespeare’s sexism with the 
canonized writing “Gender” of formerly illiterate Guatemalan Indian 
Rigoberta Menchú. The extent to which the post-modernist literary 
doctrine has been able to rationalize the geopolitical gifts presented by 
history, however, remains an open issue. The break-up of centuries-old 
colonial empires, the end of tyrants and dictatorships, the crash of the 
Soviet bloc and the disappearance of Yugoslavia are all part of events and 
reverse hierarchies which are united not just by the prefix post-, but also by 
the confrontational ethnicisation of the newly emerged literatures. 

Otherwise, when taking a sober view on things, nothing 
apocalyptical can be found in the rhythm of comparative literature 
congresses, except the occasional reminders about the “crisis” in some 
of their theoretical panels. No signs of a crisis can be found in the 
subjects of comparative studies either, in spite of the excessive pedantry 
used in defining a “comparativist” study. There is no level of the literary 
text, or of the literary context – from the alliteration to the strophe, 
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from the genre to the author’s biography – which could not be 
subjected to a “comparativist” and “non-comparativist” interpretation 
on equal grounds. It is a matter of readers’ choice and selective 
competencies of reading whether a research named, for example: 
“Bulgarian and Romanian Syllabic Verse in Spiritual Lyrics in XVII-
XVIII Centuries” will be recognized as cognitive contributions in the 
autonomous descriptive categories of phonology, poetic metres, 
comparative studies, stylistics, Biblical studies, culturology, studies of 
the literary forms, theology, “classical” history of literature, or a 
formally undetermined interdisciplinary conglomerate. 

In this situation of comparative literature generally sketched above, 
the book of Professor Roumiana L. Stantcheva, a literary comparativist 
and balkanologist with interdisciplinary competencies in its turn 
corrects certain critical aspects of the subject. Apart from its 
theoretical, historical, literary and bibliographical contents, the book 
undoubtedly contains some very useful appendices, such as timelines of 
artistic facts and indices of literary correspondences. 

R. Stantcheva has introduced readers to a particular literature hiding 
many secrets: the Romanian literature. The uniqueness of Romania’s 
literary development is illustrated in several historical periods. The first 
one has lasted for more than a thousand years, from the III to the XIV 
century AD, and is known as the “Dark Ages”. These centuries have left 
mysteriously few facts on the ethnic and linguistic genesis of the 
Romanian nation. After going through an extremely interesting borderline 
cultural situation of competing literary and metric systems in the XVII and 
XVII centuries, as well as politically competing projects of the clashing 
civilizations between the Latin-Polish West (Miron Costin) and the Greek 
East (the Phanariot influence), towards the middle of the 19th century the 
Romanian literature underwent a rare radical transformation (including a 
linguistic one) from the Byzantine and Slavic models to the models of the 
Romance countries and Western Europe. As a consequences of this leap, 
Romania began to be described as an “island of the Latin civilization in the 
Slavic sea”; “a country whose territory was defined not by the geography of 
the East, but by the culture and lifestyle of the West”; that the “intellectual 
from Bucharest saw from his window not Sofia, Belgrade or Kiev, but only 
Vienna, Paris and Rome”. This unilateral “French” domination in 
Romania’s self-perception was interrupted by the reflections of . Cioran 
on “the natural propensities of the Romanians towards the Barbarian basis 
of the Spanish, German or Russian spirit”. 
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On the other hand, the novels such as Bram Stoker’s “Dracula” and 
Guillaume Apollinaire’s “11 000 Lashes” created stable stereotypes of the 
“Romanian”, which towards the start of the XX century made their way 
into the Western literature. They created an unchangeable connotation 
of an enigmatic and ill-boding European periphery filled with dark 
legends of unrestrained brutality, an elite but vulgar luxury, and pervert 
dissipation. The Romanian literature made probably the most 
remarkable direct international transfer of vanguard artistic ideas and 
trends among all Balkan literatures. Examples of this are the Dadaism of 
Tristan Tzara, and the ideas of writers and thinkers such as . Cioran, .
Ionesco and . Eliade. These artists have a great contribution to the 
modernity of the European literature at the beginning of the XX century. 

With erudite knowledge, R. Stantcheva gives full credit to this 
subject, which is important for culturologists and captivating for 
biographers. Mrs. Stantcheva has expanded her gallery of personages 
with artists as Jean Moréas, Georges Papazoff, Christo Yavashev – 
Christo and Julia Kristeva in the chapter “Migratory individuals in the 
arts: reception, adaptation, Modernism”. In it R. Stantcheva has 
researched the processes of adaptation, the cultural contradictions and 
artistic results of the different motivations, at different times of forced 
or voluntary artistic emigration. This stage is followed by a form of 
psychological “homelessness” between the “home” and “foreign” 
culture, which sees the exacerbation of the critical attitude towards the 
“spirits” of the old and new homelands. 

The question “Are the Balkan literatures European literatures?” 
invites to a discussion from the very headline of Roumiana Stantcheva’s 
book, and takes the readers to the contradictory geographic and 
comparativist classifications of the national literatures and 
supranational literary periods. The very term “European literature” has 
long had staunch supporters, but also strong opponents. It cannot be 
considered as generally accepted in strict scientific terms, but neither 
can be denied as a random and ungrounded idea fixed in the literary 
science. European according to numerous relevant criteria, in some 
aspects the Romanian literature shares common periphery 
classifications with the Latin American literatures, part of the Latin-
Romance linguistic kinship outside the borders of the „old”, „classical” 
Romance Europe. Somewhere Romanian literature is mechanically 
included in the group of Balkan literatures, based just on a disputable 
geographic localization. Generally speaking, the classification of the 
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Romanian literature within the frames of an adequate supranational or 
international community seems to be a serious scientific problem for 
comparative literature. This term has been additionally complicated 
during the XX century due to various geopolitical conjunctures. 
Roumiana Stantcheva has not approached the problem by mechanically 
applying a model from the “eternally cursed” dilemmas of comparative 
research: “typology or contactology?”, “wandering motifs or a common 
mythological source from the distant past?”, “coincidences or parallel 
processes?”. Rather, she has used an analysis of the Balkan and 
European cultural contexts of various literary motifs and genres, such as 
anacreontism, the literary “synesthesia” of fragrances, the dance, and 
the allegory of political satire in a rhymed fairytale under communism’s 
totalitarian grip on culture. An original parallel has been drawn with the 
Lithuanian literature. Linguistically “small”, geographically “peripheral”, 
but definitely Western European in its traditions, placed under the 
strict Soviet hegemony Lithuanian literature shared the destinies of the 
Bulgarian and Romanian literatures and exposed similar artistic trends 
in its discreet resistance to the dominant ideology and political system. 
In this context, specific attention should be paid to the development of 
Romanian literature, arts, humanities and mass culture during the 23 
year-long dictatorship of Nicolae Ceau escu. Its “de-Stalinised” 
beginning, stage impersonations and true essence have been 
ingenuously described by Vladimir Tismaneanu as “Stalinism in all 
seasons”. Thus, around 1968 and the following short period of world 
reformist glory of the “conducator” Ceau escu, who dared to oppose the 
Soviet aggression on Czechoslovakia, Romania and its literature saw a 
rare period of liberalization and Westernization, which was unique for 
Eastern Europe of the time, only to find itself under a drastic re-
Stalinization and strengthening of political control, total censorship 
and subjection to the ideological orders to create a new nationalist 
mythology during the 1980s.

In her chapter “The Balkans in the culturological perspective of 
Lucian Blaga” Roumiana Stantcheva has elaborated on the topical 
subject of ethnic stereotypes and their reflections in philosophy, essays 
and literary fiction. A huge volume of scientific works nowadays has 
proved that ethnic stereotypes are especially strongly displayed in the 
perception of “others” on the Balkans by the characteristic conflicts and 
mutual thefts of identities. They start from innocent folklore anecdotes 
and jokes among neighbours in the everyday social communication of 
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the Balkan linguistic and ethnic mosaic, but can also undergo a 
hypertrophy to ideological narratives and unleash bloody wars, such as 
the wars in former Yugoslavia. Romania’s attitude towards the Balkans, 
expressed by the great poet and contradictory thinker Lucian Blaga, has 
seen a particularly interesting interpretation by Roumiana Stantcheva. 
As Mrs. Stantcheva has pointed out, this attitude was original in its 
metaphysics and was preceded by a tradition teeming with myths of a 
national genesis, fatalistic cultural cravings and political traumas (i.e. 
the idea of the “West’s three fatal betrayals towards the Romanians”). 
The fantastic historical theories of the Romanians were ironically 
disputed by some Bulgarian national ideologists like Lyuben Karavelov 
during the national revival period in the XIX century. 

Examining the myth and literary myth in Mircea Eliade’s short 
story “ arpele” (“The Snake”) Mrs. Stantcheva has outlined the typical 
duplicity of the author, who is a world name in the research of the 
history of mythology and religions, and displays unique reflective and 
artistic experience, a result of mythology itself. The integral reading of 
Eliade’s analytical reflections on the nature of mythology and his 
novelistic works allow readers to learn about myths by using logical 
categories, as well as to see themselves as “mythological persons” whose 
earthly lives comprise not just events of their own lifespan, but also 
certain signs of mankind’s eternal cycles. Perhaps this book could make 
an incursion into a very delicate and “politically incorrect” issue. It has 
been the subject of numerous books, studies and disputes by renowned 
names in literature and science in the last decades, one of whom is 
Umberto Eco. The focus has been on the powerful intellectual energy 
drawn from Mircea Eliade, mil Cioran and Eugène Ionesco by 
Romania’s and Eastern Europe’s most radical fascist and anti-Semitic 
movement, the Iron Guard (known also as the Legions of the Archangel 
Michael). The enthusiasm of young Eliade, Cioran and Ionesco for 
Mussolini and Hitler are a fact in their biographies, but it should not be 
viewed asymmetrically when compared to the leftist Western 
intellectuals’ perception of Mao Zedong or Pol Pot. An enigma to this 
day has remained Eliade’s possible role in the secret links between 
Romanian Securitate and the Iron Guard emigrant circles in the US, 
Canada and Western Europe. It is this sinister partnership, according to 
Umberto Eco, which has lead to the mystic “Dacian” ultranationalist 
turn in Ceau escu’s policy. Calls “to burn the unrepentant fascist 
Eliade”, by the way, could be heard in Western universities up to the 
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1980’s, which is exactly the time when, for some reason, Romania’s 
communist censorship has allowed the previously banned Eliade to be 
published in his motherland. A more important fact for a humanitarian 
and science sociologist, however, is that the very concept developed by 
Eliade about the “cycle of eternal return” demonstratively refuses to be 
identified with any “Jewish” school in cultural anthropology and 
mythology theories (particularly with (neo-) Freudism and with the 
Western leftist structuralism), and clearly opposes the “Judeo-
Progressist” linear concept on the course of history. 

Roumiana Stantcheva has dedicated significant attention to the 
Bulgarian receptive ambient, in which foreign literary works found their 
place to live. Such is the research on the perception of Bulgarian 
translations of Blaise Cendrar, in which Roumiana Stantcheva has 
demonstrated a textological comprehensiveness and theoretical 
preciseness regarding the elements of the relationship between the 
original and the translation. Her work has included facts ranging from the 
motives of translators and publishers to the particularities of versification, 
and has managed to create a cultural plot, in which Blaise Cendrars’ 
“career” in Bulgaria has been entwined with the dynamics of the 
modernization of the Bulgarian literature and the culture of translation. 

In her analyses and conclusions Roumiana Stantcheva has 
defended a larger notion of European literature, which she has seen as 
an idea, as a “possible project for the future”, as a value opposed to 
cultural isolationism, nationalism and “Balkanization”. She has directly 
indicated which events could become the focus of a comparative study 
supporting the idea of unification of Europe’s literatures, and which 
would remain outside this descriptive and axiological framework. It is 
obvious, though, that from Antiquity to present day, there have always 
been both universally integrating trends (such as the main cultural 
languages and mutual permeation of foreign cultures in various life 
spheres), and their universally disintegrating counteractions (i.e. 
literary and linguistic regionalism). The two lines are inseparable in the 
dynamics of the cultural diversity, the basis on which the spirit of 
Europe is built. Roumiana Stantcheva in her book has optimistically 
convinced us that the modern Bulgarian comparativistics can draw 
intellectual impulses from this spirit beyond the critical predispositions 
and self-analyses. 
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